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JASA MEDIA RELEASE

MINISTER OF HEALTH PROPOSES ABSURD REGULATIONS WHICH CONTRAVENE THE CONSTITUTION

AND

MEAN  CHURCH COUNSELLORS AND GYM INSTRUCTORS CANNOT OPERATE

JASA has today made a submission to the Department of Health pointing out not only the unconstitutionality of the Minister’s new Health Regulations but the implications of them for counsellors of religion, gym instructors and the like.

Proposed Reg 968 contravenes section 16(1)(b) of the Constitution which enshrines the right to receive or impart information or ideas. Any PE instructor, Yoga instructor or similar would contravene the regulations by seeking to help improve a persons physical health.

Proposed Reg 969 contravenes the same section of the Constitution, and in addition, section 15(1) which enshrines the freedom of conscience, religion, thought, belief and opinion. All church counselling, except by qualified psychologists, would be banned whether it were simple voluntary spiritual advice, trauma counselling or pastoral counselling.
JASA calls upon the Minister to think again!
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