SURRENDER OF FIREARMS BY JUNE 30 2009 DEADLINE
Following consultation with Senior Counsel JASA offers the following advice to those concerned about the DEADLINE for the surrender of firearms:

1. Before you surrender your firearm, go to the Police Station and ask for the prescribed FORM for claiming COMPENSATION. It is Form No SAPS 520(d). Take it home and fill it in, estimating the value of the firearm however small.

2. Make a photocopy of it.

3. Write a letter in the following terms addressed to the Firearms Officer at your local Police Station.

Dear Sir,

I herewith surrender my firearm(s) and claim compensation according to the provisions of the Firearms Control Act, 2000.

 I attach the completed SAPS 520(d) form which lists the firearm(s) and their value.

PLEASE ENSURE
 THAT THE FIREARM IS KEPT IN SAFE CUSTODY until my claim for compensation is finalised. Under no circumstances is it to be destroyed or used for any other purpose . Please understand that following legal advice you may well be held liable if this firearm is misplaced or misused.

You will be aware that the Western Cape High Court will consider the matter of the constitutional right to compensation on 31 August 2009.
       

Yours faithfully
Make sure your letter contains full details of your physical address, phone numbers and email. Photocopy your letter.

4.  Take the firearm(s), the form and letter to the Police Station with your copies. Get the copies which you keep stamped by the officer as your receipt. 

John Smyth, QC


10 April 2009
